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Industry and Business Sectors

Defra will support Knowledge Transfer Partnership projects in which technology is transferred to companies throughout the whole food chain, i.e. from the farm right through to the consumer.  This includes suppliers of raw materials, processors, manufacturers and retailers in the food and agricultural sectors.

Preference should be given to proposals which clearly address the major Defra priorities of ensuring a profitable and competitive food industry, whilst minimising the environmental impact of the whole food chain.  

Technology, Disciplines and Subject Areas

Defra is particularly interested in projects that improve the environmental sustainability of the food chain, e.g. through reduced waste generation and more efficient use of resources (energy, water and raw materials).  Projects that involve the application of food and engineering science aimed at improving food quality and safety, manufacturing processes and the development of new products can still be supported as long as there is a clear justification and strong evidence that environmental benefits will also be gained.  At least 80% of approved projects must have a demonstrable and clear potential environmental benefit.  Defra is particularly keen to see Knowledge Transfer Partnerships used as a mechanism to expedite the further development and exploitation of research carried out under Technology Strategy Board schemes.   

Remit in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

Defra will not fund projects in Scotland, unless the company partner is located in England.  

Size of Company

Defra has a strong preference for projects involving SMEs, and expects that at least 90% of the projects it supports will involve smaller companies.  Projects involving larger companies can be supported if they offer particular benefits in terms of reduced environmental footprint. 

Shared funding/sole funding

Where possible, Defra favours shared funding of projects, e.g. with BBSRC, NERC and other appropriate sponsors.  This is likely to be appropriate where the subject matter or technical focus of the proposed project, although clearly based in the food and agriculture industries, has obvious links or synergy with the objectives and priorities of other sponsors.

In the event that prioritisation of otherwise equally acceptable project proposals becomes necessary (for example to stay within the available budget) the main criterion should be to support those programmes likely to have the greatest impact on the environmental sustainability of the food industry.

