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Objectives for KTP

The Medical Research Council, in providing funding for KTP projects wishes to ensure that projects demonstrate substantive and definable benefits for the KTP Associate and the area of academic research.  Projects should be built upon research excellence and be truly innovative, with substantive impact for the individual business or enterprise involved.  
Priorities

Priority will be given to projects which are aligned with the MRC Strategic Plan 2009 to 2014 (see http://www.mrc.ac.uk/About/Strategy/StrategicPlan2009-2014/index.htm) addressing the scientific objectivities outlined in Strategic Aim One, Picking research that delivers: Setting research priorities which are most likely to deliver improved health outcomes. 

Priority will also be given to projects which build on and/or transfer strategic research skills aligned with the MRC strategic skill priorities, including:

· Cross-cutting skills which underpin the full breadth of MRC’s scientific remit, including:

· Advanced in vivo sciences (incorporating sophisticated monitoring of function)
· Biomedical imaging

· Mathematics, statistics and computation including, but not limited to:

· Biomedical informatics 

· Health informatics/records analysis (e-health research)

· Computational biology 

· Statistical biology

· Health economics and econometrics

· Management & interpretation of large and complex data sets

· Linkage of large and complex data sets

· Secondary data analysis 

· Skills aligned with the MRC strategic and delivery plans, including:

· Regenerative medicine (including stem cell science)

· Stratified medicine (including clinical pathology, clinical pharmacology & toxicology)

· Systems medicine (including quantitative skills (see above) & whole human physiology)

· Population health sciences, public health, health economics and e-health informatics research

· Interdisciplinary strategic skills including, but not limited to:

· Research which utilises the principles of chemistry, physics or the social sciences to study a biomedical research question

For further information and a detailed description of MRC’s strategic skills priorities see: http://www.mrc.ac.uk/ResearchTrainingCareers/index.htm
Knowledge Base Organisations

The Knowledge Base partner must be a Higher Education Institution (HEI), an Independent Research Organisation (IRO) eligible for Research Council funding
 or an MRC Unit or Institute but not a Further Education establishment.
Partnerships should demonstrate follow-on from or connectivity with MRC funded research and training.
Businesses

MRC is prepared to support projects with small or large enterprises, but would particularly encourage the involvement of SMEs.  
Associates

MRC will only support KTPs that intend to recruit post-doctoral researchers as KTP Associates.  MRC will give priority to Associates previously funded through an MRC PhD studentship.  In this context that means (i) an MRC-funded PhD studentship in a HEI or IRO, or (ii) a non-MRC funded studentship that has involved a period of research training in an MRC funded Institute, Unit or Centre (holding an MRC Centre Grant).  

Added-value for the KTP associate must be clearly evident within the proposal, including the development of transferable skills in line with the MRC’s strategy of supporting potential research leaders of the future. This must be made clear at the EOI stage.
Funding
MRC is prepared to support projects throughout the whole of the UK.  The individual project duration should be a minimum of 18 months and maximum of 3  years and MRC has a strong preference to share funding with other KTP Funding Organisations when appropriate, although will consider 100% funding in exceptional circumstances.  MRC expect to review all suitable EOIs and partnerships must wait for a response before developing a full proposal.

Communications

It is important that all Partnerships acknowledge the funding provided by the MRC and this must be highly visible.
� A list of eligible Independent Research Organisation (IRO) can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/Pages/Eligibilityforrcs.aspx" �http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/Pages/Eligibilityforrcs.aspx�





