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Industry and Business Sectors

Invest NI proposes to build a portfolio of projects that are in line with Northern Ireland’s technological and economic priorities.   In addition to key growth sectors the KTP Managing Agent will be required to pay particular attention to generating a significant representation of projects that reflect the sectoral priorities of Northern Ireland’s Regional Innovation Strategy as follows:-

· ICT including Digital Media and Creative Industries

· Nanotechnologies

· Aerospace Technologies

· Life Science encompassing Biotechnology

· Agri-Food Sector  

Technologies, Disciplines and Subject Areas
Invest NI wishes to see projects which will seek to serve a broad cross-section of NI firms, regardless of size and which will lead to the strategic development of businesses through knowledge/technology transfer.   Preference will be given to those projects that are innovative and imaginative in scope, have commercial potential, demonstrate clear academic challenge and which have the ability to attract new University Faculties/Further Education Colleges.  The knowledge base partner should be the most appropriate to the transfer need.

A small percentage of projects from the social economy may also be considered for shared funding provided that they fully meet the KTP requirements (i.e. demonstrate economic benefits, financial stability and academic/associate challenge).

Shared funding/sole funding
When projects are of joint or overlapping interest to both Invest NI and one or more other Sponsor(s), Invest NI has a preference for shared funding.  Invest NI is also content to fund projects on a sole funding basis if it is considered to be of particular strategic importance.

Live Programmes

Invest NI aims to support 40 new projects in any one year, 20% originating from within the FE Sector.
