	
	[image: image1.png]NATURAL
RESEARCH COUNCIL






NERC Criteria For Support of 
Knowledge Transfer Partnerships Projects

April 2007

Industry and Business Sectors

NERC will support Partnerships in all sectors of industry, business and commerce where transferring knowledge of the environment and developing sustainable solutions to environmental problems contributes to improving economic competitiveness or effectiveness of public services and policy. 

Non-HEI Research Organisations

NERC is prepared to consider funding Projects with any of those organisations eligible for NERC directed funding, including its own Research and Collaborative Centres, provided that the proposals are within its remit.   NERC will not support Projects with FE Colleges as the main knowledge partner.

Technologies, Disciplines and Subject Areas

Projects should aim to transfer technology/knowledge in areas within NERC’s ambit where a good training environment can be provided.  Projects should clearly revolve around impacts on the environment and priority should be given to those areas that identify and provide sustainable solutions to the challenges associated with: Earth’s life-support systems (water, biogeochemical cycles and biodiversity); Climate Change (predicting and mitigating the impacts) and Sustainable Economies (energy, land use, and hazard mitigation).

NERC is particularly keen to fund those areas where a multi-disciplinary approach to environmental issues is required and where the proposal builds on existing NERC funding.

Size of Company and Duration of Programmes

NERC has no preference for the size of company it supports or for the duration of a Project.   Other factors such as the capability to exploit the technology, and the training and support environment for the KTP Associate are more important.

Shared Funding/Sole Funding

NERC has a preference for shared funding with other sponsors where appropriate and will support projects located throughout the whole of the UK.
